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NEOTEC and ITAC Led Trade Mission to the United Kingdom
NEOTEC and ITAC, in partnership with Team NEO, led a trade mission to the United Kingdom (UK) in September 2010 to help area manufacturers develop business relationships enabling them to expand into the European market.  Participants took advantage of pre-arranged site and plant visits to UK companies and attended briefings by UK government organizations.  

ITAC staff facilitated meetings for the participating companies, and provided experienced international trade support including market entry preparation, understanding the legal aspects of agreements, adhering to export/import regulations, and negotiating with potential partners. 

The trade mission was organized by SGI Global Business Advisors, and presented in conjunction with Team NEO, the British American Chamber of Commerce, MAGNET (Manufacturing Advocacy and Growth Network), the Ohio Department of Development and the U.S. Commercial Service.  Organizations assisting with meeting coordination included the British American Business Council, the UK Manufacturers Trade Association and the UK Trade & Investment.


According to ITAC director Kimberly Holizna, the UK is a highly developed and diversified market that is the entry market into the EU for more than 40,000 U.S. exporters.  “As the second-largest market in Europe, the UK offers viable opportunities for Northeast Ohio companies to experience export growth without the language and cultural barriers.  The recent economic downturn presented new opportunities for growth and we wanted our companies to be poised to take advantage of them,” Holizna said.
The Northeast Ohio ITAC covers a 12-county region including Ashtabula, Lake, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lorain, Trumbull, Portage, Summit, Medina, Wayne, Stark and Mahoning counties. ITAC staff members offer more than 50 years of combined international trade experience.

The ITAC program is funded in part through grants from the U.S. Small Business Administration and the Ohio Small Business Development Centers.  It is hosted by NEOTEC, a multicounty regional economic development partnership based in Kent on the campus of Kent State University, which partners with NEOTEC in its economic development efforts.  
In addition to the ITAC program, NEOTEC administers Foreign-Trade Zone 181 to assist companies engaged in international commerce, and the Northeast Ohio Logistics Network to help improve regional market access. For more information, visit ITAC’s web site at www.itacneotec.org, or contact ITAC at 866-253-4358 or via e-mail at itac@itacneotec.org.                     
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